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 Spring is here, so is the month of May. With it, the Easter 
season continues with several opportunities to attend special Sunday 
worship services at Wesley Church. You will want to be a part of as many as 
possible. Take a look at the following outlines, and mark your calendars now. 
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Come, celebrate Easter and Christ’s last laugh over sin and death through 
His glorious resurrection! The service will consist of shared jokes, funny 
stories, and anecdotes from the pastors and from members of the 
congregation. 
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 All women in attendance will receive a potted plant in honor of the 
Mother’s Day observance. The Children’s and Carol Choirs will present 
their spring musical during both the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worship 
services. 
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All past fifty year members will be recognized along with the newest class 
of fifty year members. In addition, the congregation will share in a time of 
baptism at the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 
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The youth of Wesley Church will help plan and take part in this service. In 
addition, they will serve as greeters, ushers, lay readers, etc. The Martin 
Davis Band will be utilized at the 10:30 a.m. worship service. Please come, 
and support our youth. 
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 Pastor Jane will preach from Acts 17, where Paul delivered a message in 
Athens, Greece. During this service, she will share in some of her own 
experiences in Greece. 
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To The Wesley Church Family: 
 

 Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord and Savior! I pray God’s blessing upon 
you and your family during this Easter season! 
 

 One of the emphases in the lectionary 
readings for post-Easter is lessons from The Book 
of Acts. There is a particular focus upon the early Christian Church and some 
of the dramatic ways God worked in the Church. Hear these verses: 
 

Acts 2: 42 — “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

 

Acts 2: 44 - 45 — “All who believed were together and had all 
things in common; they would sell their possessions and 
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.” 

 

Acts 2: 46 - 47 — “Day by day, as they spent much time together 
in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the 
goodwill of all the people.” 

 

Acts 4: 32+, “Now the whole group of those who believed were 
of one heart and soul . . . With great power the apostles gave 
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all.” 

 

What do you hear in these verses? What was the secret of the early Christian 
Church? Why did the early church grow by leaps and bounds (numerically 
and spiritually)? 
 

 First, the early Christians were quite focused on the risen Christ! It 
was His ministry among them that had taught them God’s desires for God’s 
people. Jesus had taught them what they needed to do to be a disciple, what 
changes they would need to make in their lives, and what sacrifices had to be 
made to be more Christ-like. The first believers spent much time in worship, 
prayer and study. It was through these disciplines that they became more 
attuned to God’s desires for the early Church. 
 

 Second, there is another quality about the early Church that stands out 
in these verses and chapters in Acts. There was an emphasis upon community!  
Re-read the verses cited above. Look how many times there are words used 
which emphasize community. The experience of individuals in their own 
relationship with Christ was always expressed in community, surrounded by 
other believers. It was in community that needs were proclaimed, prayers 
were focused, and lives were transformed. 
 

 God has brought together in community all who identify Wesley 
Church as home. Regardless of when and how we became involved at 
Wesley, today, here and now, we are the Church communal. And God calls us 
to worship together, to study together, to pray together, to play together, and 
to grow together. And when we set aside our own agendas and focus upon 
Christ’s call and work together for the common good, God is glorified! 
 

 In large part, this is what our “Every Member Outreach” is all about.  
(see next page.) Our goal as the Church Council has been to reach out to all 
who identify with Wesley Church, to learn more about each other, to share 
stories about the ways we have encountered God, and to grow as disciples of 
Christ. I ask you to pray for this outreach, to pray for our church family, and 
to pray for our ministry together – that in all things, God may be glorified! 
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For those of you who have 
been attending Wesley 
Church on a regular basis and 
wish to firm up your 

commitment to Christ through 
Wesley Church, Pastor Jay and 
Pastor Jane will be leading a two-
week new member orientation. The 
dates for the two-session orientation 
are Sunday, May 22 and Sunday, 
May 29 and will take place during 
the Sunday School hour (9:15 -  
10:15 a.m.), in the fellowship hall 
on the basement level. 
 

 If you are interested in 
membership or if you have any 
questions about membership, please 
contact one of the pastors at your 
e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e 
(pastorjay@wesleybloom.org or 
pastor jane@wesleybloom.org). 
New adult members will be 
received into membership along 
with this year’s Confirmation Class 
youth on Sunday, June 12. 
 
 

My religion consists of a humble 
admiration of the illimitable 

superior spirit who reveals Himself 
in the slight details 

we are able to perceive 
with our frail and feeble mind. 

 

                             ~ Albert Einstein 
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 Over forty volunteers have been trained and have made a commitment to visit 
in the homes of all Wesley members who live in the Columbia/Montour County area. 
This covers some 400+ member homes. The visits will take place over a six-week time 
period, beginning May 1 and concluding before June 12. 
 

 The goals of the outreach are two-fold: to engage every member in some form 
of ministry within the congregation and to help all members grow as disciples of 
Christ. This is a friendly visit — an opportunity to talk openly about the ministry of the 

congregation and to answer any questions you may have about ministry at Wesley. 
 

 For those of you who live in the designated area (short of our LAMs ands staff), one of our visitors will contact 
you to set up a time to visit in your home. Please be open to receiving this visitor and welcoming him/her to your home. 
See this as an opportunity to grow as a community of believers and to grow as Christ’s Church. 
 

 Please pray for the Every Member Outreach. 
 
 

 

by 
Rhonda Frazier 

and 
Craig Adams 
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 The Nurture Team, in 
conjunction with both pastors, has 
planned a unique way to pray, worship, 
and study during the upcoming summer. After some 
discussion over the need to be more literate in our 
understanding of basic Bible stories, it was decided that 
thirteen different Bible passages (based loosely on Glenn 
McDonald’s listing of “The Bible’s Top Forty” in his 
book, The Disciple-Making Church) would be chosen 
and emphasized each week during the summer. This 
would be the focus of Wesley’s combined children, 
youth, and adult Sunday School classes and be the focus 
of the worship services on Sunday mornings. In addition, 
the hope is to have a study guide available to all 
individuals and families from the congregation to follow 
along with at home. 
 

 The Nurture Team is looking for any volunteers 
who would be willing to teach or help teach during one 
or more of the Sundays in the summer (passages have 
already been chosen). Please prayerfully consider 
v o l u n t e e r i n g .  C o n t a c t  D a w n B r es s l e r 
(christianed@wesleybloom.org) or one of the pastors for 
more information. 
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 Please mark your calendars for this celebration of 
the Christian Church, Pentecost 2011! This is the Sunday 
where we mark the disciples’ experience of the power of 
the Holy Spirit after Jesus’ ascension. Many also identify 
Pentecost as the beginning of the early Christian Church. 
 

 Pentecost Sunday will be celebrated in a number 
of different ways: 

 

• The color of the day is red, symbolic 
of the tongues of fire from the Holy 
Spirit that descended on the disciples 
on that day. Please dress the part — 
wear red — if you would so choose. 

 

• Red flowering geranium plants will 
adorn the sanctuary. You have the 
opportunity to provide one in honor 
of the Confirmation Class, our 
newest members, current members, 
or in memory of past members of 
Wesley Church (see the enclosed 
form). 

 

• The ending of the Every Member 
Outreach will be celebrated, and it is 
hoped that some additional friends 
and family will join us for worship 
on this day. 

 

• New members, both adults and the 
Confirmation youth, will be received 
into full membership. 

 

• All members of the congregation will 
be given an opportunity to re-affirm 
their membership vows. 

 

• The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
will be shared by all in attendance. 

 

 Please plan to join us for this very 
special worship service! 
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 Wesley Church’s stewardship program 
(Consecration Sunday) was scheduled to take place 
during the month of May. Due to the number of other  
special events and worship services this year, 
Consecration Sunday will be postponed until the fall. 
However, please continue to pray about your ongoing 
stewardship (time, talents, and gifts) to God and to 
Wesley Church. 
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7 p.m. ~ in the multi-purpose room 
 

Come, worship in the style of the Ecumenical Community of Taize, France featuring music, prayer, and silence. 
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11 a.m. ~ Music provided by Water’s Edge 
12 noon ~ Time of Prayer 

 

At the fountain on the Town Square, Market and Main Streets, Bloomsburg 
 

Come and join in this public, outdoor prayer event sponsored by the Bloomsburg Ministerium. 
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 Thirty-five people attended this year’s Wesley 
Forest All-Church Retreat — “Camp Living Water”. 
Everyone had a great time. The retreat provided Bible 
study and worship for adults and the children 
participated in arts and crafts and games. The youth 
were led by Mary Staley; Pastor Jay and Pastor Jane 
led the adults in discussion  
 

 Next year’s retreat has already been scheduled 
— please mark these dates on your calendar for next 
year — Friday, April 13 - Sunday, April 15. Plan now 
to join your Wesley Church friends for this time of 
spiritual uplift and refreshment in the great outdoor setting of Wesley Forest. 
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 There is still a need of a few volunteer Sunday School teachers. 
Are you willing to go outside of your comfort zone and try something 
new?  Substitute teachers are being sought for the regular Sunday School 
hour, 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. There are classes of all ages. We will work with 
you to get you on board so that you are comfortable to fill in when a 
teacher is out for a particular Sunday. Please pray about this. Your talents 
can be used in a variety of ways. Contact me, Dawn Bressler, to learn more 
about this great opportunity — christianed@wesleybloom.org or 784.1407 
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If you are interested in helping with this great week, 
contact Dawn Bressler 

(christianed@wesleybloom.org or 784.1407).  
Planning will begin soon for this week of fun, learning, and enjoyment. 

Please watch the bulletin for a meeting date and time. 
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 The Wesley Quilters are 
sponsoring a silent auction of the 
David Armstrong print entitled 
“Potted.” David Armstrong is highly 
regarded as one of America’s 
foremost realist painters. Acclaimed 
for their unusual luminosity and 
color, Armstrong’s works reflect the 
artist’s life and his concerns for the 
environment.  

 You can own this lovely 
12.75” x 20” print that is displayed 
in the Third Street narthex. Complete 
a bid slip and place it in the box 
provided. The minimum bid is $100. 
The auction will end June 30. 
Proceeds from the sale will benefit 
AGAPE — Love from Above to the 
Community.  
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 This year’s May Friendship Day, sponsored by Church Women United, will take 
place on Friday, May 6, at Trinity United Methodist Church, Espy. The event begins at 
9:30 a.m. and will feature Pastor Jane L. O’Borski as the guest speaker. All are invited to 
attend. 

The whole inspiration 
of our civilization springs from the 

teachings of Christ 
and the lessons of the prophets. 

To read the Bible 
for these fundamentals 

is a necessity of American life. 
 

                           ~ Herbert Hoover 
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 Women, you won’t want to miss what’s 
coming up during the month of May — and beyond. 
The Wesley UMW and its programs and activities 
are open to all, so peruse this page for those of 
interest to you. 
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 A special thank you is extended to Wesley’s 
Evangelism Team for helping the UMW provide funds, as 
well as lunch, to Maggie Gillespie and her students from 
Bloomsburg University’s Protestant Campus Ministry in 
March. With the help of those who attended the lunch, 
over $300 was donated to their organization. 
 

 In addition, thanks to all those who supported the 
UMW Women’s Center mission project through their 
purchases of Pampered Chef items during the month of 
April. Shelley Lee’s role in bringing this need to the 
attention of the UMW is very much appreciated. 
 

 In May, the UMW will be supporting Agape’s 
project to provide UMCOR with birthing kits and school 
bags. United Methodist Women will be collecting items  
to help in the Agape project. A basket marked “UMCOR 
Birthing Kit” can be found on the Donation Station 
located at the Murray Avenue entrance. Please choose 
from the items listed below and place your contributions 
in the basket at your convenience. 
 

Birthing Kits Ingredients  
 

• 1 Hotel-size soap (smaller is best as they may    
•    be used only a few times) 
 

• 1 pair of clean latex gloves 
 

• 1 square-yard of clear, 4 mil sheeting 
 

• 3 pieces of clean string, each 12” long 
 

• 1 clean, single use razor blade (carefully 
wrap the blade in paper or plastic to protect it 
and keep it from causing injury) 

 

• 2 flannelette receiving blankets, each one-
square yard (not cotton, thinner, less 
expensive ones recommended) 
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All women are invited to become members of 
Wesley’s United Methodist Women. Listed below 

is the purpose statement and what’s expected of 
our women. If you should have any questions or 

comments, please call Marg Laytar, at 
389.1013. 
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 The organized unit of United Methodist 
Women shall be a community of women whose 
purpose is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global 
ministries of the church. 
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 Members are expected to support the 
organization’s programs through prayers, financial 
contributions, and acceptance of leadership 
responsibility. 
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 Any woman who commits herself to the Purpose 
and chooses to belong is a member of United Methodist 
Women. 
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Thursday, June 9 ~ 1 p.m. 
UMW Picnic at Bloomsburg Town Park 

All women are invited to join us for this summer picnic. 
 

Tuesday, June 14 ~ 6 p.m. 
Women’s evening gathering at Bloomsburg Park 

Watch for additional info to follow! 
 

Friday, July 15 - Sunday, July 17 (July 14 sampler) 
School of Christian Mission 

 

Friday, August 26 - Saturday, August 27 
Women of Faith, Washington, D.C. 

 

Friday, September 16 - Sunday, September 18 
UMW Retreat, Wesley Forest 

 

Thursday, October 13 
Day trip to Women’s Division in New York City 

(see Gayla Jean Horn) 
 

Saturday, October 22 
Susquehanna Conference UMW Annual Day 
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 Mother’s Day is a day of celebration and happy 
family bonding — a day in which we respect and honor 
all mothers, grandmothers, and other mother-figures in 
our lives. It is a celebration to show appreciation of the 
important and hard work that all mothers do for their 
family and for the world — including the love and self-
sacrifice they give through the years. This year, as you 
plan to treat Mother on her special day, consider some of 
the following “green” ways to celebrate. 
 

 Get Mother’s Day off to a great start by 
preparing a surprise healthy, hearty breakfast. Lower 
cholesterol and reduce fats with organic egg whites and 
whole grain or wheat toast. Serve low cholesterol 
vegetable margarine or butter with homemade organic 
marmalade and jams. Use virgin olive oil to cook the 
food and poach the eggs instead of frying. Offer green or 
herbal teas as a tasty alternative along with freshly 
squeezed orange juice. Deliver to Mom on a tray.  
 

 Give Mom a healthy gift basket full of nutritious 
goodies and organic “green” products. Spoil and pamper 
your mom by surprising her with a gift voucher for a day 
at a “green” spa — if finances are a bit tight, pamper 
Mom at home by running a hot bath for her. Fill it with 
her choice of aromatherapy oils. Decorate the bathroom 
with colorful flowers and tranquil, relaxing music. 
 

 Gift Mom with a wonderful, relaxing day (it can 
be any day of her choosing) by cleaning, tidying, and 
organizing the house — don’t forget to use organic green 
products. The adults and kids can help to do all of the 
household chores, wash the car, and clean their own 
rooms. 
 

 

 As part of her day of 
relaxation, those who like to 
prepare meals might like to 
cook a special dinner 
u s ing  a l l  or ga n i c 
ingredients. 
 

 Spend the day with 
family and friends on a 
cycling and picnic outing. 
Gather a group together to 
include family members, 
close friends, colleagues, and children and organize a 
cycling day out to the park to enjoy a day of fun and 
exercise. And, don’t forget the picnic basket packed full 
of healthy, organic foods and snacks. 
 

 For those who are creative, make Mom an edible 
bunch of flowers from real organic fruits and vegetables. 
This is not only a beautiful gift — but it’s a healthy one, 
too. There are companies who can make them for you, 
but it’s more fun to make your own. 
 

 Homemade cards are an easy and treasured gift 
— especially when handmade with organic products. 
Aromatherapy oils can be used to add a fragrant touch. If 
you’re not the creative type, purchase cards from a 
company such as “greenroom” which uses post-
consumer waste to create its products.  
 

 No matter what you do for Mother’s Day, be 
sure to treat Mom royally with thoughts of the 
environment — and be sure to share many loving hugs 
and kisses with her throughout the day. (Ideas expressed 
here are mostly with respect to Dr. Jewell via the 
ehow.com website. You’ll be able to think of many and 
varied ways to make your mother feel special on her day 
— go for it!) 
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• There are “green” things popping up all over. Have you noticed that the United States Postal Service 
now offers eco-friendly mailing materials. It is the first shipping company to achieve Cradle to Cradle 

Certification for packaging. These products are assessed for ingredient safety, reutilization potential, and 
manufacturing sustainability. In addition, the US Postal Service has designed a series of sixteen “Go Green” stamps, 
“showing what each of us can do to promote the health of our environment.” Using the stamps shows you care and 
may help spark ideas for others. For more green ideas from the Postal Service, go to usps.com/green. 

 

• In surfing, the greenroom is that perfect space inside a wave created when the water completely encircles you. For a 
matter of seconds you’ve found that blissful state where human effort and nature come together in a sublime 
moment of beauty. Thus, David Imbernino and Hyun Mi Oh thought “greenroom” the perfect name for their line of 
quality paper goods (as mentioned above), one of the first eco brands in the marketplace. Greenroom embodies the 
deep connection to nature and the fresh and contemporary feel of California style. Greenroom products are designed 
to bring moments of beauty to everyday life. Look for greenroom products at Target. 
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 When my step-father, Saint Frank as I 
called him, was alive, we used to discuss how 
incredibly fast time seems to pass. Personally, I 
am sure I just wrote the April’s newsletter a few 
days ago and here we are writing May’s 
newsletter. The Mission Ministry Team has been 
busy — but more behind the scenes in preparation 
than making a personal appearance. 
 

 At the recent Mission Ministry Team 
meeting, the following amounts of money were 
approved for spending through the Mission 
Endowment Fund: 
 

• $285.50 to Luzerne Community 
College to assist a single mother in 
pursuing her career on nursing at 
Luzerne Community college. 

 

• $2500 to the Tree of Life as a love gift 
to be taken with the Rosebud Mission 
Team. 

 

• $1000 to Habitat for Humanity plus 
$100 a month from May 2011 – 
December 2011 ($800) to be used as 
needed. 

 

 There are additional monies in the Mission 
Endowment account, some of which will be spent 
in the upcoming months for missionaries we have 
supported traditionally from Wesley. 
 

 The potatoes will soon be ready for 
planting. Fred Ogden, Donna Gillaspy, John 
Eddinger, and Joan Kokoska recently planted 
about 2,000 onion sets. These four “farmers” are 
to be commended for their incredibly hard and 
long hours of work. Following their marathon 
planting, I don’t think any of them were able to 
move for a few days without much pain. Please 
join the fun when it’s announced that potatoes are 
ready to be planted. The more hands (and backs) 
we have, the less time it will take to complete the 
project. The harvest from these crops helps to feed 
the needy in our community. 
 

 Nine of our 
Wesley members will be 
leaving on May 21 for a 
week at the Rosebud 
Sioux Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota. The 
members are John 
B o d e n m a n ,  S u e 
F r e d e r i c k ,  D o n n a 
Gillaspy, Annitta Jones, 
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Jeff Hill, Susan Hill, Bethann Ledezma, Hannah 
Ledezma, and Fred Ogden. While at the 
reservation, some members will work on helping to 
finish a boy’s dorm for boarding students. Others 
will help with their soup kitchen, food cupboard 
and sewing projects. Prior to leaving, the team is 
collecting clothing and footwear from the 
congregation and from community and friends. All 
of these items will be sorted and boxed up. The 
team will be flying to South Dakota while the 
church van and trailer will be driven by other 
members of this mission trip from Winfield, PA. A 
huge thank you to everyone who has brought in 
items for the collection. Also being collected are 
new packages of underwear and socks in all sizes 
from infant to adult. A final tribute to the people of 
the Sioux Reservation is the collection of cash 
donations which will be given to the tribe to be 
used as needed. People wanting to contribute can 
give cash or write a check. If writing a check, 
please make it out to Wesley United Methodist 
Church. One check will then be written from the 
church and taken with the team. The team is very 
excited about its upcoming mission and would ask 
that you mark your calendars, and keep the 

travelers in your prayers and in 
your hearts. Upon their return, 
the members of the team will be 
presenting a program for the 
church on their trip. A date for 
this will be announced. 
 

 Thanks again to all at 
Wesley who support the 
mission projects in which the 
church is involved. 
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Pictured above are several members of the Rosebud Mission 
Team. From left to right: Donald Hock, Loretta Prouse, 
Wilbur Prouse, Cheyan Lebo, Rahn Lebo, Annitta Jones, 
Donna Gillaspy, Reverend Larry Silkanen (team leader), Sue 
Frederick, Susan Hill, Hanna Ledezma, and Fred Ogden with 
Bethann Ledezma in the front. 
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Your opportunity to get to know the members of the Wesley staff continues in each issue of Wesley 
Tidings. Each month, you will find a different member of the staff here on this same page — and in the 
spotlight. You will have the opportunity to learn what each staff person does on the job and what he or she 
likes to do when not working! You’ll also find out where everyone was 
born and a little about their family life — plus, maybe some little known 
facts that will surprise you! You will want to check the center of Tidings 
each month to learn about the staff spotlight member of the month. 
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 Athamantia Demetria “Mondo” Bowman began 
serving in the position of choir accompanist for Wesley 
Church in the late 1950’s. 
 

 Mondo was born in Bloomsburg (September 30) 
and has spent her entire life here since then. Her parents 
immigrated from Greece; her father arrived at the age of 
twelve, and her mother a few years later. Mondo’s father 
owned and operated restaurants and confectionaries in 
West Virginia before moving to Bloomsburg to do the 
same. Her immediate family also included two sisters. 
 

 Mondo attended Ben Franklin Elementary School 
and graduated from Bloomsburg High School. She 
studied Spanish, French, and English at Bloomsburg 
Teacher’s College (now BU). She started her 
accompanying career at Ben Franklin when she 
accompanied the school chorus. 
 

 Her love of music began at an early age and at 
six years of age, Mondo began to study piano. She 
continued to study piano through high school and college. 
In high school, Mondo sang with a special choir and in 
college, she added voice lessons to her musical studies. 
 

 After college, Mondo helped with her dad’s 
business; then she and her sister opened a dress shop, 
“Polmon,” which was located on Main Street in 
Bloomsburg. 
 

 Mondo met her husband, Tom (now deceased), 
having come to be acquainted through the friendship of 
her father and his brother. They went on 
to have one son,  Christopher, who 
currently lives (and works) in 
Detroit, Michigan, with his 
w i f e ,  S u s a n ,  a nd 
daughters, Sarah and 
Rachel. 
 

 T he Ep iscopa l 
Church was Mondo’s faith 
basis growing up. After 
marrying her husband, who 
was already a member of 
Wesley, Mondo also 

became a member of 
Wesley Church. Prior to 
that, Mondo had 
actually sang with the 
Wesley Sanctuary 
Choir and attended 
worship at Wesley on a 
rotating basis prior to 
becoming a member. 
 

 Mondo and 
husband, Tom, enjoyed serving as chaperones for the 
Wesley Ringers as its members traveled to various 
ringing events around the country. She occasionally filled 
in when one of the youth was not able to attend the 
service in which the choir was ringing. Sometime after 
that, the adult handbell choir formed, and Mondo was one 
of the first to join. 
 

 Mondo began serving as a choir accompanist 
when she joined Irene Webster (Pat Gensemer’s mother) 
in that capacity. At the time, there were nine choirs.  
 

 Mondo’s Wesley job responsibilities include   
accompanying the Children’s, Carol, and Youth Choirs 
and attending staff meetings and staff functions when 
available. 
 

 In addition to serving on the Wesley staff and 
singing with the Sanctuary Choir, Mondo is also part of 
Bells in Bloom Handbell Choir and serves as Sunday 
School Superintendent and co-treasurer for the Sanctuary 
Choir. 
 

 Mondo’s talents are many and varied, but her 
first love of music remains. In her spare time, she likes to 
read, and sometimes she does puzzles such as Sudoku, 

crosswords, etc. 
 

 When asked what she likes best about her 
job at Wesley Mondo replied, “working with 

the children; they’re always a surprise, and 
you’re always learning something from 
them.” 

��  
 

Music expresses that which cannot be put 
into words and cannot remain silent. 

 

      ~ Victor Hugo 
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 Several persons have asked questions about the 
name Holy Club which is now used to describe the 
occasional mid-week luncheons provided at Wesley 
Church. It was requested that this information be 
available to help better understand the meaning of the 
group — formerly known as the LAMs Luncheon. The 
following is a brief description of the derivative for your 
information. 
 

 J o h n 
and Charles 
Wesley and a 
handful of other 
Oxford students 
d e v o t e d 
themselves to a 
rigorous search 
for holiness and 
s er v i c e  t o 
others. 
 

 The Holy Club, the name given to John and 
Charles Wesley’s group by their fellow collegians in 
mockery of their emphasis on devotions, was the first 
sign of what later became Methodism. Begun by Charles 
and led by John after his return to Oxford University in 
1729, the Holy Club members fasted until 3 p.m. on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, received Holy Communion 
once each week, studied and discussed the Greek New 
Testament and the classics each evening in a member’s 
room, visited prisoners and the sick, and systematically 
brought all their lives under strict review. 
 

 The Holy Club never exceeded twenty-five 
members, but many of those made significant 
contributions, in addition to those of Charles and John 
Wesley. John Gambold later became a Moravian bishop. 
John Clayton became a distinguished Anglican 
churchman. James Hervey became a noted religious 
writer. Benjamin Ingham became a Yorkshire evangelist. 
Thomas Brougham became secretary of the SPCK. 
George Whitefield, who joined the club just before the 
Wesleys departed for Georgia, was associated both with 
the Great Awakening in America and the Evangelical 
Revival in England. Looking back from 1781, John 
Wesley saw in the Holy Club the “first rise” of 
Methodism. The “second rise” was in Georgia in 1736, 
when he met with selected members of his congregation 
of Sunday afternoons. From these grew the idea for 
“Methodist societies” which became the backbone of the 
Methodist organization. 
 

 What a great name with which to associate the 
mid-week gatherings at Wesley Church. Watch for 
information on the next Holy Club luncheon to take place 
on Wednesday, July 13. Mark your calendars now! 
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 To all those who provided donations of goodies 
for the LAMs Easter baskets, and to those who delivered 
them — thank you for making Easter more meaningful 
for others.  
 
�
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 Remember that transportation is available to 
you if you are not able to drive yourself to church on 
Sunday morning. Call the church office at 784.1407 
to request a ride. 
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Daisy is a long time member 
of Wesley United Methodist Church 

and still attends Sunday worship when possible. 
�
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 The baby boomers generation born between 1946 
and 1964 are turning 65 this year. Research shows that 89 
million Americans will be over 65 by the year 2050. If 
we count the number of retirement homes in relationship 
to those 89 million we can conclude that the numbers just 
don’t seem to add up evenly. There will be many more 
older Americans than there are retirement homes for 
them to stay in. A new solution that is coming around is 
called “the village” movement. It is the creation of 
neighborhoods in which people live in their own homes 
and volunteers in the “neighborhood” help them with 
some basic services. Seniors who live in these 
neighborhoods pay a membership fee and services are 
provided for that member such as opening jars, reaching 
things, grocery shopping or doing minor repairs. The 
member would just make a call to the village office and 
someone would be sent over to provide a 
neighborhood helping hand. There are 
now more then fifty of these villages 
across the U.S. Who knows, you might 
be one of the “Village” people either as a 
helper or as a recipient some day. 
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The day will begin with lunch at the 
Middleton Tavern. After lunch, there 
will be a tour of the grounds of the U.S. 
Naval Academy (you must have a photo 

ID), a guided bus tour, and a cruise of the famous 
Annapolis Harbor. The bus will leave Danville at    
6:30 a.m. Cost is $89 per person. 

A choir of 1,000 will sing in 
the Great Auditorium (which 
seats 7,000), at 7:30 p.m. The 
cost will be your share of the 
chartered bus. Departure from Wesley Church will be 
at 8 a.m. There will be a brunch stop (your expense) at 
the Plaza on the PA Turnpike near Allentown. 
Rehearsal for singers is at 2 p.m. in the Auditorium. 
Supper will be on your own in Ocean Grove. On the 
way home, there will be another stop at the Plaza. 
 

Sign up for either or both of these trips by 
completing this form and returning it (the entire 
form) to the church office.  
 

�  I would like to be part of the U.S. Naval Academy, 
 Annapolis, trip on June 25. My participation fee is 
 included. 
 

�  I would like to be part of the 57th Annual Choir 
 Festival, Ocean Grove, trip on July 10. 
 (Participation fee to be determined later.) 
 

�  I would like to be part of the choir during the Choir 
 Festival. 
 
Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ___________________________________ 
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� I called her Rosie 
O’Grady, but you knew her 
better as Rose DePoe. I probably 
first became really well 
acquainted with Rose through 
Disciple Bible Study when we 
were members of the same class 
— for four years running! We 
had a great time learning and 
laughing together and, I’ll never 
forget Rose’s answer for just 
about every question — “trust and obey!” 
 

 At some point along the way, fifteen years ago or 
more, Rose offered to serve as one of the volunteer 
receptionists for the church office. I jumped at the 
opportunity to have her fill the Wednesday afternoon 
vacancy. Not only did Rose answer the telephone, but she 
helped with bulletins, stuffed envelopes, and assembled 
many a newsletter — among other things. If I was in dire 
need of some help, Rose would come at a moment’s 
notice. 
 

 Rose usually told it the way it was — or, at least, 
the way she thought it was — or should be. She regularly 
kept the other newsletter volunteers in line, and there’s 
no mistake the conversation was lively while the hands 
were busy. One of Rose’s best qualities was that she 
never wanted to leave until a job was completed. I can’t 
even begin to say how much I appreciated that. 
 

 Despite whatever else might be going on, Rose’s 
kind heart always shown through. I shared many a meal 
at the DePoe dinner table, and no matter when I would 
stop at her house, Rose always offered me a cup of tea 
and whatever else she might have handy. I, in turn, once 
gifted Rose and George with a jar of Turkey Syrup® just 
so they could see how good it was slathered on a piece of 
fried scrapple — one of the meals I shared at their table. 
One year, when my furnace was broke, Rose and George 
shared one of their upstairs bedrooms with me so I’d 
have a warm place to spend the night. It sure was nice to 
feel the warmth and the pampering that was so much a 
part of Rose. 
 

I offer this little tribute this month in loving 
memory of Rosemarie DePoe — a faithful 

friend and church volunteer — the things 
for which I will remember her most. 
Rose, is already, of course, missed! And 
so, this month, I dedicate this issue of 

Wesley Tidings in loving memory of Rose. 
I know her hands will be here helping as 
we assemble this newsletter. Rose, this one 

is (especially) for you — with love! 
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Sunday worship folder ~ 9 a.m. on the Tuesday prior to the corresponding Sunday. 
 

June issue of Wesley Tidings ~ Friday, May 13. 
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Betty Hack ~ May 3 
225 Port Noble Drive 

Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
 

Reverend Ned Weller ~ May 4 
10 Maplewood Drive 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 

 

Lavona Miller ~ May 8 
43 West Brugler Avenue, 
Bloomsburg, PA 17815 

 

Polly Stark ~ May 12 
The Highlands, 2000 Cambridge 

Avenue, Apt. 286 
Wyomissing, PA 19610 

 

Daisy Deiterich ~ May 25 
41 Woodbine Lane 
Danville, PA 17821 

 

Zella Mae Meade ~ May 25 
Grandview Nursing Home 

49 Woodbine Lane 
Danville, PA 17821 

 

Priscilla Search ~ May 31 
5 Brookside Drive 

Catawissa, PA 17820 
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May 1: 
 

Hanna Everhart, 8 a.m. 
 

Amelia Davis, 10:30 a.m. 
 

May 8: 
 

Audrey Kovach, 8 a.m. 
 

Nathan Reibsome, 10:30 a.m. 
 

May 15: 
 

Hanna Everhart, 8 a.m. 
 

William Bodenman, 10:30 a.m. 
 

May 22: 
 

Andy Dorion, 8 a.m. 
 

John Bodenman, 1030 a.m. 
 

May 29: 
 

Katie Fest, 8 a.m. 
 

Kalina Nissen, 10:30 a.m. 
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May 1, The Second Sunday of Easter, Holy Humor Sunday 
 

Kimberly McCreary ~ Third Street 
Eileen Thomas ~ Market Street 

 

May 8, The Third Sunday of Easter, Mother’s Day 
 

Merrie Walter ~ Third Street 
Joan Keller ~ Market Street 

 

May 15, The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Laura, Todd, Marty, Evan, and Amelia Davis ~ Third Street 

Jane, Brian, Alicia, and Steven Bercher ~ Market Street 
 

May 22, The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Joan Keller ~ Third Street 
Judy Ryan ~ Market Street 

 

May 29, The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Janet Lee ~ Third Street 
Kimberly, Shawn, Dana, and Jenna McCreary ~ Market Street 

�
����@�	���D� �! �����

 

Joe Darlington, head usher 
Betty Brown ~ Nancy Coy 

Ronald Sheatler ~ Wanda Sheatler 
Robert Snyder 

Bruce Weir ~ Pat Weir 
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May 1 ~ Fran Johnson and Diane Van Horn 
May 8 ~ Maxine and Terry Werkheiser 

 

May 15 ~ Nancy and James Weaver 
 

May 22 ~ Diane and Brad Gensemer 
 

May 29 ~ TBA 
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May 1 ~ John Shively, 8 a.m.; John Stone, 10:30 a.m. 
 

May 8 ~ John Shively, 8 a.m.; John Stone, 10:30 a.m. 
 

May 15 ~ John Shively, 8 a.m.; Ken Beere, 10:30 a.m. 
 

May 22 ~ Brad Gensemer, 8 a.m.; Ken Beere, 10:30 a.m. 
 

May 29 ~ Brad Gensemer, 8 a.m.; John Stone, 10:30 a.m. 
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Janet Burket and Shirley Cunningham �
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Envelopes/Loose Plate 
 

Special Offerings 
 

Sunday School 
 

Interest and Other 
 

Totals 
 
 
 
 

Staff Compensation 
 

Annual Conference 
 

Church Program 
 

Church Office 
 

Church Property 
 

Totals 
 

Balance (Loss) 

Received 
March 

 

$68,788.00 
 

2,886.00 
 

378.00 
 

8.00 
 

$72,060.00 
 

Expended 
March 

 

$28,539.00 
 

7,681.00 
 

4,788.00 
 

1,947.00 
 

12,375.00 
 

$55,330.00 
 

$ 16,730.00 

Budget Needs 
To Date 

 

$149,206.00 
 

7,373.00 
 

875.00 
 

25.00 
 

$157,481.00 
 

Anticipated To 
Date Expense 

 

$89,978.00 
 

23,040.00 
 

17,025.00 
 

4,375.00 
 

23,063.00 
 

$157,481.00 
 

           ——— 

Received 
To Date 

 

$142,865.00 
 

33,326.00 
 

1,167.00 
 

15.00 
 

$177,373.00 
 

Expenses To 
Date 

 

$86,842.00 
 

23,041.00 
 

10,369.00 
 

5,271.00 
 

31,959.00 
 

$157,482.00 
 

$ 19,891.00 
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May 1 
 

Becky Kovach 
~ Combined, 8 a.m. 

 

Judy Snyder 
Adam Kopitsky 

~ Infant, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Kathy and Sarah Heddens 
Kalina Nissen 

~ Toddler/Pre-School,  
10:30 a.m. 

 

May 8: 
 

Eileen Thomas 
~ Combined, 8 a.m. 

 

Sandy Cooper 
Hannah Ledezma 

~ Infant, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Beverly Wintersteen 
Elizabeth Bodenman 

Dana McCreary 
~ Toddler/Pre-School, 

10:30 a.m. 
 

May 15: 
 

Stacie Mitchell 
~ Combined, 8 a.m. 

 

Cassie Jones 
~ Infant, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Donna Gillaspy, Amelia Davis, 
and Elizabeth Isenberg 
~ Toddler/Pre-School, 

10:30 a.m. 
 

May 22: 
 

Missy and Terry Everhart 
~ Combined 8 a.m. 

 

Kara and Eric Hawrelak 
~ Infant, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Glenda Kowalski 
Alicia Rovito, and Adria Unger 

~ Toddler/Pre-School,  
10:30 a.m. 

�

May 29: 
 

Becky Kovach 
~ Combined, 8 a.m. 

 

The Krum Family 
~ Infant, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Ann Marie and Craig Shively 
Adam Kopitsky 

~ Toddler/Pre-School, 
10:30 a.m. 
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All are welcome to join the residents for this time of worship and Communion! 
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 The 2011 pictorial directories have arrived! All 
members who had a photograph included in the directory are 
entitled to a copy at no cost. If you are one of these persons and 
have not yet received your copy, you may stop at the church office to pick it 
up.  
 

 Please note that a limited number of copies of the pictorial directory are 
available at the cost of $10 for those who did not have a photograph taken but who 
would like a copy of the directory. These copies can also be obtained in the church 
office. 
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 Please note: when sending letters of thanks to the church office, be sure to 
indicate whether or not it is to be printed in Wesley Tidings. If there is no 
indication, it may not be included in the newsletter. Thank you for making this 
notation. 
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Dear Friends at Wesley: 
 

 We thank you for all of your prayers, cards, calls, and E-mail messages that we received 
during our recent health care crises. As you have seen, we responded to the treatments and caring, and we are doing 
just fine now. 
 

 Pastor Jane, thank you for the visit to Harry at the hospital at a time when you were quite busy. It was nice to 
have that special visit with you. 
 

 We are so blessed to be a part of the Wesley United Methodist Church family. 
 

       Thank you again, 
       Harry and Cathy Casey 
 
 
Dear Members of Wesley: 
 

 Thank you for your abundant generosity! Yesterday’s luncheon (March 27) was so wonderful — we felt warmly 
welcomed and are so appreciative of the offerings given to benefit Protestant Campus Ministries. 
 

 We are especially grateful to the Women of Wesley for their work in planning, preparing, and serving the meal.  
 

 Your friendship is a gift we cherish. 
       Maggie Gillespie 
       and the students of PCM 
 
 
 I would like to thank the congregation of Wesley United Methodist Church for their generous donations in 
support of my Eagle Scout Service Project. I collected a total of 394 items from your congregation alone. With the help 
from you and two other local churches, I was able to send 454 pounds of supplies to the 467th Expeditionary PRIME 
Beef Squadron located in Iraq. The soldiers have sent me E-mails with great thanks for the supplies and morale 
boosters.  
 

 Again, I would like to thank you for your assistance in helping me complete my project and also achieving the 
highest rank in Boy Scouts. 
       Thank you, 
       Nathan Reibsome 
 
 
 On behalf of the animals who can't speak for themselves at the Animal Resource Center (ARC) . . . Thank you to 
the Wesley United Methodist Women and the Crusader’s Sunday School Class for their donations of blankets etc. 
 
 
Dear Reverend Jones and Congregation: 
 

 The Cadette Girl Scout troops would like to thank you once again for your generous donations to our troops. 
With the support of the church, our troop can continue to live up to the Girl Scout Promise that asks girls to “Serve 
God, country, and others.” 
 

 The older girls in Cadettes (8th Graders) are currently working on their Silver Award. This award is the 
precursor to the Gold Award, the Girl Scout equivalent to the Boy Scout Eagle Award. We are very excited about the 
award and are working on a project for the Children’s Museum. The younger girls in Cadettes (6th graders) are 
working on a variety of badges that will prepare them for planning their Silver Award in the next two years. 
 

 We continue to participate in service projects and most recently ushered for BTE and assisted in Tree Fest 
decoration and clean-up. 
 

 Our troops continue to feel welcomed by the church and are blessed to call Wesley United Methodist Church 
our home! Thank you. 
       Carol Moore, Troop 2422 leader 
       Linda Bagnata, Troop 0193 leader 
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Reverend Jay E. Jones 
 

pastorjay@wesleybloom.org 
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Jane L. O’Borski 
 

pastorjane@wesleybloom.org 
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Patricia W. Gensemer 
 

pwg@wesleybloom.org 
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Eileen D. Thomas 
 

et@wesleybloom.org 
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Kelly J. Cope 
 

technology@wesleybloom.org 
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Dawn Bressler 
 

christianed@wesleybloom.org 
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Cynthia Willis 
 

lamvisits@wesleybloom.org 
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Diane E. Van Horn 
 

dv@wesleybloom.org 
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Lynace Pabst 
 

lynace.pabst@yahoo.com 
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Mondo Bowman 
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William Laudermilch 
 

E
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Tracy Beere 
beeretj@hotmail.com 
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Donna Gillaspy 
Merrie Walter 

To make a reservation, please contact Allison and Phil 
Burrell (387.1122 or aburrell@ptd.net) — or use this form 
to sign-up. Completed forms may be placed in the offering 
plate or dropped off at the church office. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
Number of people attending: ________________________ 
 
Number of adult Bargain Night tickets needed: ________ 
 
Number of child (under 48”) Bargain Night tickets 
needed: _________ 
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Lord, behold our family here assembled. 
 We thank You for this place  
  in which we dwell, 
  for the love that unites us, 
  for the peace accorded to us this day, 
  for the hope with which we  
  expect tomorrow, 
  for the health, the work, the food 
  and the bright skies 
  that make our lives more delightful; 
  for our friends in all parts of the earth. 
 Amen. 
 
   (This month’s prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson.) 

This newsletter sent with a prayer for . . . 
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Sunday Worship at Wesley 
 

8 a.m. ~ Early Worship . . . 10:30 a.m. ~ Worship and Praise Celebration 
 

9:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School ~ Classes for all ages. 
 

Nurseries available during worship and Sunday School times. 
 

The 10:30 a.m. worship service is broadcast on WHLM 930 AM, 104.3 FM, and 94.7 FM. 
 

The Wesley Church Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 12 noon and 1 - 5 p.m. 
 

Telephone: 570.784.1407 . . . . . . Fax: 570.784.7937 
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